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L long and elaborate study on the Abbot him is important, in a variety of ways, ngst others as showing Renan at work upon manuscripts of the Imperial Library, for :ask of inquiring into the information which
institution possessed about this enigmatic 3iiage was confided to him in 1852, while ras still employed there. The first conclu-
which he came to was that the Abbot him only wrote three books, one on the mient of the New and Old Testaments, an exposition of the Apocalypse, and one led Le -psalterion decacorde+ together with in letters or treatises of minor importance.
second was that what made the Abbot him a conspicuous figure in Middle Age i*y was that the extreme school of the Fran-ns, the group which thought that most of brethren in the second generation had i away from the idea of their founder (to
the Sermon on the Mount literally as the of life, and by no means only to found a order), adopted the Calabrian Abbot and his s as a sort of battle-flag. The members of
group considered in their heart of hearts
St. Francis was not only equal to Christ, a little superior to him, as being more ted to poverty. It did not become very